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American Board of Physician Specialties Announces
Unprecedented American Board of Disaster Medicine

First-ever Program Responds to Growing Need for Disaster Planning

Atlanta— For thefirst timein the history of medicine, physicians may earn board certification in disaster
medicine. The American Board of Physician Specidties (ABPS) announces today the American Board
of Disaster Medicine. The board will be accepting applications from physicians of various specialties on
May 1, 2006 and plans to administer the first examination in the fall of 2006.

The certification in disaster medicine was formed after two years of intense focus on the subject because
of the need for responders to effectively organize and coordinate disaster planning. “ Our country must be
prepared for disasters every day, whether terrorist attacks, natural disasters like Hurricane Katrina, or
health crises such as a flu pandemic. This program is an integral step in preparing our nation’s health
system so when these disasters strike, we can work together as ateam,” said William Carbone, CEO of

the ABPS. “We have some of the most experienced and powerful minds behind thisinitiative.”

The leadersinvolved in formulating this certification have first-hand experience responding to disasters.
“Preparation is vita; coordination with other specialists would forever change the way our country

respondsto disaster,” said Dr. Maurice Ramirez, Chairperson of the board. “Theinitiative is deliberately
focused on various clinical specialties; therefore, the collective board can provide a knowledge base and

advice to various organizations that engage in preparedness planning,” said Dr. Ramirez.

Physicians from arange of backgrounds are needed to enable comprehensive response when disaster
strikes. “We cannot limit disaster response to one organization when it requires that so many other groups
get involved, from the first responders to aid from the federal level,” said Dr. David McCann, member of
the board.
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“The country as awhole needs to be better prepared in both responding to and preparing for future
disasters,” said board member, Dr. Lewis Marshall. “It isimpossible to predict disaster, but it is very
possible to achieve better preparedness.”

“Our goal isto foster, coordinate, build and facilitate partnerships with al affected organizations and
entities at all levelsto communicate a new and advanced body of knowledge to physicians and other

health care professionals’ said Carbone.

American Board of Disaster Medicine was founded by the American Board of Physician Specialties
(ABPS), the official certifying body of the American Association of Physician Specialists, Inc. (AAPS).
The American Board of Physician Specialties (ABPS) is the nation’s third largest recognized physician
multi-specialty certifying body, advancing the art and science of medicine by providing medical specialty
board certification for allopathic (MD) and osteopathic (DO) physicians. The ABPS monitors the
adherence to approved standards related to certification and recertification and addresses examination
construction, administration, scoring, reliability, and validity. ABPS maintains standards to assure
quality control. The American Board of Physician Specialties (ABPS) isthe official certification body of
the American Association of Physician Specialties, Inc. (AAPS). ABPSis headquartered in Atlanta, GA.
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To schedule an interview with William J. Carbone, Dr. Maurice Ramirez, Dr. Lewis Marshall, or
Dr. David McCann, please contact Shaz Powell: 404-713-2317 (cell) or 404-885-9596 x 25 (office).



